
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

OSTA WELCOMES BUDGET COMMITMENT FOR 

APPRENTICESHIP MODERNIZATION CONSULTATION 

TORONTO, April 27, 2017 - Today, the Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance (OSTA) welcomes the 2017 Budget 

announcement that the government will be seeking advice from stakeholders on how to implement the 

Highly Skilled Workforce Strategy to improve training opportunities.  As part of the strategy, the 

government will be developing a new website to help individuals and employers make informed 

decisions about training and apprenticeship. The 2017 Budget continues to make significant investment 

into skills development, building upon previous investments. 

“Ontario has a tremendous opportunity to become a leader in skilled training outcomes in North 

America,” said OSTA Chair, Joe Vaccaro. “While these investments are welcome, it is also important that 

government reviews the effectiveness of ongoing investments to make the training experience 

accessible for all Ontarians and develops the skills for the jobs of tomorrow.  OSTA hopes that this 

review will improve pathways to success for individuals wanting a career in the skilled trades. Ultimately 

our shared goal is to create the best training and apprenticeship system in North America.”  

“OSTA welcomes the new budget and hopes the review will remove roadblocks for apprentices and 

provide more opportunities for small business to be engaged,” said Vaccaro, adding, “The Ministry has a 

tremendous opportunity to hear from apprentices, employers and unions about how our system works 

and how it could be improved. We expect the Ministry will be engaging all areas of the province so that 

they understand the diversity of the training and apprenticeship experience in rural and northern 

Ontario, not just the GTA.” 
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The Ontario Skilled trades’ Alliance represents 41 employer association members employing over 

400,000 skilled tradespeople across Ontario. The OSTA represents companies that build transit, hospitals, 

bridges and homes and provide professional and personal services like hair-styling and automotive 

repair. Our members are united by the common goal of closing the skills gap in Ontario.  

For more information or to arrange an interview with OSTA Chair Joe Vaccaro, please call 416-606-3454 


