
 
March 5, 2014 
 
Honourable Brad Duguid 
Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities 
3rd Floor, Mowat Block 
900 Bay Street 
Toronto ON M7A 1L2 
 
Dear Minister Duguid: 
 
On behalf of the Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance, I am writing to request that the Ontario 
Government and the Ontario College of Trades commit to temporarily pause any compulsory 
certification review should a provincial election be called. 
 
The compulsory certification of trades will have a tremendous impact on the Ontario 
construction industry, and moreover, the broader provincial economy. We have grave concerns 
that continuing these reviews during a political campaign could unfairly politicize the process. 
That’s why we’re calling on the Ontario Government and College of Trades to take appropriate 
action and commit to halt all reviews immediately should a general election be called. 
 
Our Alliance has previously raised our concerns with the compulsory certification review 
process. With respect to the sprinkler and fire protection installer review, we questioned the 
lack of information about timelines, lack of burden of proof and lack of notification and 
research available to stakeholders. While the government has repeatedly ignored our request 
to pause this flawed process and conduct a thorough review, we believe the inappropriateness 
of advancing any reviews during a writ period is clear.  
 
The Ontario College of Trades purports to be an organization that is advocating for increased 
recognition and respect for skilled trades in Ontario. An important step in fulfilling this mandate 
is ensuring that politics does not taint the process and hurt the reputation of our industry.  
 
I trust you understand the serious nature of this issue. On behalf of the 130,000 tradespeople 
and 8,000 employers we represent, we thank you for your consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 

 



Karen Renkema 
Chair 
Ontario Skilled Trades Association 
 
cc.  David Tsubouchi, Registrar & CEO, Ontario College of Trades 
 The Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Premier of Ontario 
 Tim Hudak, Leader of the Official Opposition 
 Andrea Horwath, Leader of the Ontario New Democratic Party 


